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Introduction 

Since 2013, part of Moubray Street, Albert Park has been closed to traffic and used as a shared 
community space. It is currently used by Albert Park Primary School during school hours and 
can be accessed by all members of the community out of school hours. 

Council knows that this space acts as a valuable resource for the community. It is also knows 
that the community would like this space to be more inviting than it is now. In light of this, there 
is an action in Council's Public Space Strategy (2021) to transform this pop-up park into a 
permanent open space; one that would improve access and community use, as well as enhance 
greening and tree planting. 

Between 5 August and 4 September 2022, the City of Port Phillip engaged with the local community 
about their aspirations for the space. Through this process, Council asked for feedback via an online 
survey and conducted two onsite pop-up events. Discussions were also held with leadership of the 
Albert Park Primary School. 

Approximately 130 people participated in the engagement process (online and in person), with key 
feedback outlining community desire to: 

• keep this area as a public space, available to both the local primary school students as well 
as the broader community 

• maintain the park as a fenced area  
• enhance planting of shrubs and shade trees in the park. 

Following the first round of feedback received from the community, Council officers developed a 
draft concept plan for the park. The concept plan was then available to the community for review 
and comment during a second engagement period, from 18 November to 11 December 2022. 

The key features of the draft concept plan included: 

• Removal of road surface to increase usable open space. 
• New pathway network to connect to existing paths. 
• Retention of the boundary fence. 
• Park furniture such as a shelter, benches and picnic tables are located outside of the 

fence boundary to provide access at all times for the broader community. 
• Netball halfcourt, hit-up wall and activity line-marking. 
• Public art installations and mural opportunities on the hit-up wall. 
• Provision of accessible picnic and seating areas. 
• Additional tree canopy. 
• Improved greening and biodiversity outcomes. 
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Executive Summary 

Consultation with the community was conducted via an online survey on Have Your Say and 
two onsite pop-up events. A total of 88 responses were received to the online survey and 
approximately 40 people attended the pop-up events. 

Through the consultation, participants were asked what they liked and didn’t like about the 
concept design. Further questions identified participants’ level of support for each element 
within concept plan.  

Additional feedback showed that most respondents affiliated with Albert Park Primary School 
had preference for: 

• the space to be used as an extension of school grounds during school hours to provide 
additional opportunities for students to play sport and relax 

• there to be no fence between the park and school 
• exclusive use of the park by students during school hours. 

 

Those participating in the online survey were predominately local residents who indicated they 
supported the upgrade of the community park.  

These were the main themes from the responses we received: 

• Maintain the fence which connects the park to the school  
• Exclusive use of the park by students during school hours 
• Placement and choice of sporting facilities – uncertainty about the location of hit-up wall 

in the middle of the netball half-court 
• Maximise play space in park by reducing paths and seating areas – create a clear space 

for active play and sport (ie soccer) 

One response indicated that the park area should be returned to its original condition as a road. 
A road discontinuance process has been undertaken by an independent consultant to 
permanently close this road so it can continue to be used as a community park. This process 
will be interrogated in a separate engagement report.  
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Engagement activities  
Survey 

Council developed a survey, provided through Council’s ‘Have Your Say’ project page, as well 
as conducted two pop-up up events on site. 

Questions asked during the consultation period focused on what participants liked and didn’t 
like about the concept plan, as well as preferences for elements within the park. Respondents 
were also asked to provide basic demographic information. 

Pop-ups 

Two sessions were held to enable people who use the park to provide their feedback on the 
draft concept plan. One session was held at the end of the school day to enable the school 
community to engage with the project team. The other session was held on the weekend to 
engage with the broader community. 

These sessions were held on:  

• Tuesday 22 November between 3pm to 5pm  
• Saturday 3 December 10am to 12pm. 

Meeting with Albert Park Primary School representatives 

A meeting was held with leadership of Albert Park Primary School in December 2022 to 
understand concerns and areas of support for the concept plan. Feedback was recorded and 
has been incorporated into the overall findings. 
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Participation 
A total of 130 people participated in the consultation across the various engagement activities 
offered. It should be noted that there is no way of knowing if a participant participated via 
multiple methods. 

Figure 1: Number of participants by 
engagement Activity 

Number of participants 

Online survey 88 
On-site pop-up sessions 40 
Meeting with primary school 2 

Total 130 
 
Demographic identifying questions were only captured via the online survey. The following 
demographics are therefore based on responses to the survey.  

 

Suburb of residence  

88 people answered this question. 

The location of this community park and its proximity to Albert Park Primary School resulted in 
the majority of responses being received from Albert Park residents.  

Of those that responded to the survey, 62.5% (N=55) were residents of Albert Park with South 
Melbourne residents making up the next largest group (N=23 or 26.14%). 

 

Figure 1: Residential suburb of participants 
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Connection to the City of Port Phillip 

88 people responding to the question posed about their connection to the City of Port Phillip. 
Council heard from 78 Port Phillip residents (88.64%) and 8 ratepayers (9.09%). One response 
from a business owner and one response indicating they had another connection (Port Phillip 
resident and parent of APPS student).  

Other options, worker, student, volunteer and visitor were not selected, indicating that the 
Moubray Street Community Park is a space which is important to residents of the local area. 

 

Figure 2: Participants’ connection to the City of Port Phillip 
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Gender of participants 

87 people answered this question. 

Of those that responded to the question, 52 people identified as woman or female 
(59.77%) and 31 people identifying as man or male (36.63%). 

 

Figure 3: Gender of participants 
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Age of respondents 

88 people answered this question. 

Council received responses from 69 people aged between 35 and 49 years. This 
represented 78.41% of the respondents. In the 50 to 59 age group, we received 13 
responses (14.77%).  

 

Figure 4: Age of participants 
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Findings 
Onsite pop-up sessions 

The project team also consulted face to face on-site with people who use the community park. 
At these sessions we spoke to 40 people in total. The project team directed people to the Have 
Your Say page and recorded their general feedback on the draft concept plan. The session 
outcomes are summarised below. 

Active elements  

Participants of the pop-up session asked questions about the sporting and activity opportunities 
in the concept design.   

• There was support for the netball half-court (3 students) and hit-up wall (3 students).  The 
issue of a lack of space to play soccer was raised by six students.   

•  There were two requests for inclusion of a running track.  
•  There were also questions about access to the park by students    

Passive recreational elements 

Inclusion of paths between the school and park and within the park itself received comments 
indicating that including this design element would reduce the available open play space.  

Elements the community does not like 

Elements of the community park concept plan that were not supported by participants: 

• The inclusion of a path between the park and the school which would potentially create a 
hazard with passing bike riders 

• The netball half-court received a comment around girls not playing netball.  

Safety considerations  

The safety issues that were raised included potential loitering in the space, potential loss of 
space with the footpath  

• The shelter could be used at night by rough sleepers and loiterers 
• Bike hoops should be within park to prevent theft 

Two sessions were held to enable people who use the park to provide their feedback on the 
draft concept plan. One session was held at the end of the school day to enable the school 
community to engage with the project team. The other session was held on the weekend to 
engage with the broader community. 

These sessions were held on:  

• Tuesday 22 November between 3pm to 5pm  

• Saturday 3 December 10am to 12pm. 
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Online survey 
 
Question 1 – What do you like about the concept design? 
 
86 people answered this question. 2 people did not answer this question. 

The elements of the concept design that respondents like are: 

• Planting more trees for shade and having grass surfaces and garden beds was favoured 
by 26% of respondents (N=23) 

• Providing open spaces for children to relax and play sport was important to 36% of 
respondents(N=31) 

• Maintaining a connection with the school and its ongoing utilisation of the park during 
school hours was important for 32.5% of respondents. (N=28) 

 

Question 2 – What don’t you like about the concept design? 
Of the 85 people answering this question in the online survey, most of them provided several 
themes within their response.  

The placement of a fence on the concept plan was not well supported, with 60 respondents 
identifying it as a feature of the concept plan that they did not like. Additionally, the proposed 
path between the school and the park was also not well supported, with 23 respondents citing 
as an element they did not like. (N23 – 27%) 

• The placement of a fence between the school and the park, preventing ease of access to 
the park by Albert Park Primary School students 

• Inclusion of a fence greatly limits the space available  
• Placement of a fence opens the pathway between the school and the park, encouraging 

people walking or riding bikes past the gates of the school  

Of the 85 responses to this question, 50 people indicated the importance of this space to the 
Albert Park Primary School community. This made up 59% of survey responses. Critical factors 
such as the inclusion of a fence and the intervening pathway led to responses indicating that 
these design elements would make it unsafe, inconvenient and unusable by the school 
community. Responses indicated that a fence would impede the safe movement of children 
between the school and the park, and that it would make supervision of these children very 
difficult for teachers.  

Another key concern for respondents was around the sporting opportunities.  The responses 
relating to sport varied, however 40 respondents identified a preference for both basketball and 
soccer facilities as these were the sports played by the school students. (N=40 – 47%). Other 
sport and recreation comments identified that the size of the park was being reduced, thus 
limiting opportunities for sport to be played. 
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Safety of school students seemed to be of concern for 23 respondents, citing the following 
factors: 

• public access to the park during school hours 
• pathway could encourage public riding or walking close to the school  
• public seating close to space used by students  
• fence between school and park could limit student access to the park. 

 

Other comments centred around the amount of space available for children to play and the 
unnecessary inclusion of planters and garden beds, although trees and shade were supported. 

 Quotes  

“I have serious concerns with the pathway between the school and the park.  This 
appears to stop the current free flow for students into the park during school hours 
and moreover, the fence line means students can only gain access to the park by 
leaving the school grounds.” 
 
“Albert Park Primary has such a shortage of basketball practice areas, it would be 
crazy not to install a basketball backboard and ring given so many school kids 
play basketball.” 
 
“My main concern, however, is the pathway between the school and the park.  
This appears to stop the current free flow for students into the park during school 
hours and moreover, the fence line means students can only gain access to the 
park by leaving the school grounds.” 
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Question 3 – How supportive are you of these elements in the park?  
87 people answered this question. (98%) 

The online survey asked about the level of support for the various elements in the draft concept 
plan. Most of the responses indicated that there was a high level of support for each element. 
Across the elements, there was less support for a netball half court with open-ended responses 
indicating that a basketball court was more useful for the school community than a netball court.   

 

Figure 5: Level of support for active elements 
 

Question 4 – Do you have any other comments or suggestions? 
74 people answered this question. (87%) 

Many of the questions reiterated statements made in response to previous questions. Additional 
feedback ideas included: 

• Remove the seating outside the park to discourage community members loitering during 
school areas 

• Implementing a community garden in the space instead of a netball/hit-up court 
• Plant selection should include deciduous shade trees and real grass to improve 

biodiversity and creating a cooler space 
• Improved parking signage to clarify where and when people can park around the park 
• Creating a dog friendly park for certain periods of the day as there is a lack of enclosed 

off-leash spaces 
• Simplify the design to enhance the open space experience for students by providing 

clear, flat areas for children to run around and play sport.  
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Quotes 

“The proposed plan seems to be cluttered - trying to do too much and trying to 
please everyone. The design could be simplified to maximise the useable area for 
the students. Keep the fence, think practically about the flow of students in and 
out of the area. Please delete the proposed fence and permanently close the 
footpath between the school and park. The balance should be more in favour of 
the school and school children who will be the main users of the area during 
school hours. Members of the public can use other areas to sit, such as the ample 
space at St Vincent’s Gardens.” 
 

“Shade and deciduous trees would be awsome (sic)! No gum trees, no eucalyptus 
trees!  Shade and real grass to play on, something city kids miss out on in almost 
all occasions. No synthetic grass! Deciduous trees please! Grass please!” 
 
“I suggest that instead of the hit-up wall and the half netball court, lawn and veggie 
patches/a community garden be put in that area.” 
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